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CHAPTER XIX,

THE    LAW    OF    MERCY.

P>I;T there is another aspect of the Law of Edification.
Hitherto we have considered it as imposing upon Christians
the obligation of developing the domestic, and patriotic,
virtue which is natural to men into that Christian Huma-
nity which is its proper completion, and of cherishing, ns
much as possible, that natural virtue with a view to the
development of the Christian Humanity, and of cherish-
ing the Christian Humanity itself when developed. But it
continually happens that all methods fail of accomplishing
these results. There is a class of men in every com-
nmnity in whom both natural and Christian humanity is
at the lowest ebb. These will not only do nothing for
their kind, but they are capable of committing crimes
against society and against those nearest to them. Under
temptation from self-interest they actually commit such
crimes, and the precedent being once established, they
for the most pail; fall gradually into the condition of
avowed enemies of their kind, and constitute a criminal or
outcast class, which is not merely destitute of virtue but
is, as it were, an Evil Church sustaining its evil by its
union and propagating its anarchic law on every side.
In exceptional cases men equally devoid of virtue are re-
strained by prudence or timidity or fortunate circumstances